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GENESEE COUNTY

Judge Richard B. Yuille

In 2012, Judge Richard B.
Yuille (retired) was assigned to
a case that received a fair
amount of publicity. There was
concern about the ability to
select a jury in Genesee County.
The charges involved the death
of a young child which gave
rise to serious criminal charges
and ultimately legislation that
increased penalties.

Judge Yuille spoke to me about
the case and indicated that he
felt that it was his obligation to
remain on the case. Jury selec-
tion was the more serious ques-
tion.

I reminded him about an arti-
cle that I read from the Nation-
al Center for State Courts
about a novel approach of con-
ducting a jury trial from dual
locations. A jury would be se-
lected from a different county
and be transported back to
Genesee County for selected
parts of the trial to avoid in-
convenience for witnesses.

And so it was that the St. Clair
Circuit Court extended its re-
sources to partner with the
Genesee County Circuit Court.

Jurors were selected from St.
Clair County. Non-testimonial
portions of the trial were con-
ducted there. When Genesee
County witnesses were to be
called, the jury was transported
each morning from Pt. Huron
and back to their home county

by 5:00 p.m. each day.

The defendant was separately
transported to the St. Clair
County Jail so as to be present
for all proceedings. This often
meant that he remained there
for 1-2 days at a time, jury
selection, opening and closing
arguments, as examples.

Judge Daniel Kelly of the St.
Clair County Circuit Court
shared his courtroom and
chambers with Judge Yuille.
The court administrator, Jerry
Celmer, made all of the other
arrangements. Both judges
worked well together and be-
came friends.

Jerry Celmer, and I wrote an
article about the case for sub-
mission to the Michigan Bar
Journal. It was accepted for

publication in the January
2015 edition.

There is humor everywhere,
even associated with serious
court cases. | contacted a pri-
vate transportation company
about a van suitable for the
near daily transport. The com-

pany had the perfect size van
for 14 jurors, law clerk, couple
of deputies and snacks. It ar-
rived on time for its first day.
To Port Huron it went and
then I received “the call.”

| JUOGE DANIEL AELLY

Judge Daniel J. Kelly

Judge Yuille asked if I had seen
the van that I ordered. The
answer was no, just a descrip-
tion of its capacity and availa-

bility. So far, so good.

He said the van had red uphol-
stery and a lot of lights! He
laughed. This was the one and
only trip for that particular
van.

A couple of years later, Judge
Yuille and I were in Lansing at
a Chief Judge and Court Ad-
ministrator conference. Judge
Kelly came over to our table,
introduced himself and said he
wanted to meet the person re-
sponsible for “the van.”

I hope that you enjoy the arti-
cle. - BAM
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We are free because we have a
government based on the rule of
law. This requires a way to re-
solve disputes by making deci-
sions that are accepted by both
sides and the whole world. And
the only way to have this is
through the work that happens
every day in the Genesee County
Courthouse. When you think
about it, this is a form of magic.

Judges don’t decide cases as indi-
viduals. They are public offi-
cials—either appointed or elect-
ed—who are duty-bound to
make good decision. And every-
thing we do—and I mean every-
thing—is designed to foster re-
spect for this process. Even the
courthouse itself. Most court-
houses, ours included, have a

classical look—either Greek
or Roman. We want liti-
gants to be impressed; to get
a sense of stability, strength
and tradition. It’s all a part
of the magic.

Think of how a judge is
transformed into THE
COURT. You take a shmo
like me—big bald melon-
headed guy that I am—dress
me in a black robe, sit me
behind the bench under the
flags and—SHAZAM!—I
become THE COURT. Com-
ic book fans know that Billy
Batson is transformed into
Captain Marvel by the mag-
ic of the Immortal Elders.
Judges are transformed into
THE COURT by the magic
of the law. Read any of my
court transcripts and you
won’t see “David Newblatt”
speaking; it’s always “THE
COURT.” The judge’s gavel
is a symbol of great power—
like Thor’s hammer. And
after the decision is made, a

THE CHIEF SPEAKS

piece of paper becomes a law-
ful order after it is signed by
the judicial pen.

A court’s power is derived
from the United States and the
State of Michigan through
their constitutions and laws.
This is called jurisdiction. For
a decision to have authority, it
must be based upon the law.
Following our magic meta-
phor, all the abracadabras
must be followed to the tee.
For instance, MCR 8.115(A)
requires two flags on either
side of the bench whenever
court is in session—one is the
American flag and the other is
the Michigan flag. If the flags
aren’t there, this court rule is
violated. Constitutions, stat-
utes, appellate decisions, rules
of evidence, court rules; a
judge’s decision must be
square with all of it. If not,
then the magic doesn’t work.

Of course, most of the major
decisions in our courthouse are

made by the jury. In a criminal
trial, the magic requires twelve
jurors to unanimously agree on a
verdict. You know how hard it is
to convince twelve people of any-
thing? And the jury receives evi-
dence from the greatest truth-
discovering device ever invent-
ed—the witness stand and attor-
ney lectern combination. Wit-
nesses testify under oath to ques-
tions asked by opposing lawyers
who both bring out their side’s
best points and try to destroy
their opponent’s case. I never
cease to be amazed at the dy-
namic contest taking place in my
courtroom in front of that jury—
sometimes it even feels like an
athletic competition. It produces
moments of truth upon which an
entire case can turn.

My brother is an ER doctor—
when he makes a mistake, there’s
no appeal. Thankfully, when I
make a mistake, the appellate
courts are there. This is why our
Michigan Supreme Court resides
in the Hall of Justice. Here’s a
fun fact I bet you didn’t know:
(Continued on page 12)

ADMINISTRATOR CORNER

The MSC Learning Center is
located on the first floor of the
Halls of Justice. It is a wel-
coming location designed to
educate all ages about the
court system.

Tours, various interactive ex-
hibits and information are
available. There are options for
school groups to arrange tours
and many in person or on-line
educational materials.

There are four Justices high-
lighted on the Learning Center
website for their historical sig-
nificance.

Justice Mary S. Coleman
(1973-1982) was the first fe-
male elected to the Michigan
Supreme Court and then
served as Chief Justice from

Judge (1961-1973). Her hus-
band, Creighton Coleman, was
also an attorney and served as
a Probate Judge in Calhoun
County.

1979-1982. Both of her parents Justice Charles D. Long
were attorneys. She served as a (1888-1902) was a Civil War

Calhoun County Probate

Veteran who lost his arm in

battle and continued his civil-
ian life with a bullet lodged in
his leg. Upon discharge, he
returned to Michigan to study
the law. He was elected as the
Genesee County Clerk and the
Genesee County Prosecutor. In
1887, he was appointed to the
Michigan Supreme Court
where he remained until his
death. He was elected as the
first president of the Detroit
College of Law in 1891.

Long was born in Grand Blanc,

Michigan. A companion to his

official Michigan Supreme
(Continued on page 12)
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EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

Circuit Court uvenile Probation

Jacob Roberts is the new judi- Raymond Johnson I1 is a
cial law clerk for Criminal/ juvenile probation officer.
Civil Division Judge, Eliza- Ray previously worked
beth A. Kelly. Jacob received for the State of Michigan.
his undergraduate degree

from Michigan State Univer- Kaitlin Roberts is a juve-
sity and his law degree from  nile probation officer.

University of Toledo College  Kaitlin was previously a
of Law. (not pictured) case manager.

Friend of the Court Da’Shawn Ross is a juve-
nile probation officer.
Erin Reverie is a FOC special- Da’Shawn previously

ist I. She was previously em-  \orked with high school

ployed as a paralegal for Gen- youth, Left to Right: Da’Shawn Ross, Raymond Johnson,
Erin Reverie esee County. Kaitlin Roberts
(\QQWQ/‘
e A NEW website design will have blue pinwheels
will go live for Circuit and displayed to raise aware-
Probate on May 1st. It will ness of Child Abuse Aware-

include major changes in ness & Prevention Month.

layout, design and data se-

curity.

o LRC Sneak Peeks

* Genesee County Board of The conference room will

Commissioners declared
March 2025, as Women’s
History Month in Genesee

feature a fishbowl glass
wall to create an open
space (bottom right).
County.

The other office spaces fea-
¢ Genesee County Board of ture a similar open and
Commissioners declared
April 2025, as Child Abuse
Awareness & Prevention

Month in Genesee County.

welcoming design (top
right).

The Courthouse and other
GENESEEMCOUNTY

locations around the county ——MICHIGAN m—
LEGAL RESOURCE CENTER
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THE SEPARATION OF POWERS AND
CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS

| Judge Mark C.
McCabe writes “Ask
the Judge” for the
Tri-County Times.

The Separation of Powers
and Constitutional Crisis
appeared in the March 4,
2025 edition.

The United States Constitu-
tion was written in 1787 and
had only 4,400 words.

Including its 27 amendments,
there are now 7,591 words. It
is the shortest constitution in
the world.

All of its provisions are im-
portant, with how the govern-
ment is run being near the top
of the list.

Our Founding Fathers created
three separate but equal

& A

Court Security continues to
move forward with several pro-
jects to improve the safety and
security of all those that come
into the courthouse.

Our top priority will always be
to ensure the safety of our judg-
es, staff, and the public. To that
end, we have installed new bag-
gage scanners at each of the en-
trances to the Courthouse.

These new scanners were much
needed and long overdue as the

branches of government— legis-
lative, executive, and judicial.

The legislative branch (Congress)
makes the laws.

The executive branch enforces
the laws, with the president as
its head.

The judicial branch interprets
the laws and ensures they are
applied fairly and consistently.

This system is called the
“separation of powers” and pre-
vents one branch from exercising
too much power over the others.
This is called “checks and bal-

ances.”

There are many examples in-
cluding presidential vetoes of
legislation, the legislature con-
trolling funding of proposed ex-
ecutive actions, and the judici-
ary determining the constitu-
tionality of laws.

B &

President Donald Trump took
office on January 20th. Since
then he has signed numerous
executive orders and taken other
steps to change the way the gov-
ernment does business, including
establishing the “Department of
Government Efficien-

cy” (DOGE), headed by Elon
Musk which is tasked with re-
ducing federal spending.

A number of people don’t agree
with what’s being done, and as a
result, as of March 1, there have
been 92 federal lawsuits filed
asking the courts to stop such
things as mass layoffs and firings
of federal employees, cutting off
federal funding of certain pro-
grams, and forced deportations.

Questions have been raised as to
whether the executive branch is
exercising its powers appropri-
ately and are we now in a
“constitutional crisis”.

A B

COURTHOUSE SECURITY

old machines were approxi-
mately fifteen years old. The
new scanners will aid in detect-
ing any contraband that could
possibly be brought into the
building.

Genesee County has also been
installing a new video surveil-
lance system. This system is
highly advanced and has al-
ready been installed in the
Genesee County Jail and is
now being installed at Genesee
County Animal Control, the

Tower and here at Circuit
Court. It will be installed at the
McCree Building within the
months ahead.

The mission of court security
continues to be enhanced
safety and security in all

court facilities. —jw

What is currently happening is
unprecedented, and some legal
experts are concerned about the
apparent expansion of executive

power.

There is no clear definition of a
constitutional crisis, but there’s
little doubt that there is friction
between the three branches. One
definition is when there’s a po-
tentially decisive turning point
as to constitutional order creat-
ing a moment at which the order
threatens to break down.

It has been suggested that if the
president doesn’t obey court
orders, we could go over the line.
Are we now in a constitutional
crisis?

A recent panel of Harvard Law
School professors said no.

Hopefully they’re right and it

will never come to pass.

A
==

—
W
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BRIEF HISTORY OF JUVENILE JUSTICE
RESIDENTIAL SERVICES IN GENESEE COUNTY

=
,u""_——

A hundred years ago in 1925
the League of Women Voters
raised objection to young chil-
dren being held in the County
Jail. Because of this, the for-
mer County Board of Supervi-
sors opened and operated a
Children’s Section at the Coun-
ty Farm on Hemphill Road.
Space was made available to
house youngsters who needed
detention and shelter services.

In 1926, a French Chateau
style building was built on
Pasadena Avenue. The facility
served dependent and neglect-
ed children. It also contained a
“cell block” for delinquent
children. This arrangement for
care of children remained the
same until approximately 1954
when the “cell block” was re-
moved and replaced with regu-
lar rooms.

With the increase in delinquen-
cy, an addition of a cross-
shaped building with two
classrooms and a gym was
built in 1956. This addition,
later known as North and
South wing, housed 16 females
and 24 males. The 1926 unit
was then primarily used as a
nursery for younger children
and dormitories for older chil-
dren in the adoption and foster
care system.

UE [IC BfRD &, D

Delinquency continued to surge
in the community and over-
crowding conditions prevailed at
the facility.

In 1966, another cross-shape
section was built and known as
“Boys’ Secure Detention.” It
contained a doctor’s office, ex-
amination rooms, dentist’s of-

fice, three classrooms, library,

gym and two wings. This addi-

tion was later known as East
and West wing. Each wing
housed 16 boys for a total of 32.

During the years of 1967 to
2023, the facility adjusted the
physical structure of the build-
ing, as well as programming, for
both detention services and resi-
dential treatment. It had a ca-
pacity to house nearly one hun-

dred children.

In 1976, charges against the chil-
dren ranged from armed robbery
and homicide to truancy. Out of

the 908 youth lodged at the fa-

the non-crime categories of in-
corrigibility, truancy, and runa-
ways. Runaways accounted for
579 children within the non-
crimes categories. In 1976 the
average daily detention popula-
tion was 45 children, and the
average stay was between 15 to
30 days. Over
the years, the
facility has
seen an upward |
trend of an
average of 65 |
youth lodged in } o
|V
’-

detention ser-
vices with an

average range
between 7 to 40 days.

Today, the Genesee County Ju-
venile Justice Center (GCJJC) is
settled in a new high-tech facili-
ty that provides secure housing
for delinquent youth and non-
secure programming for youth
that are assigned to the Day
Treatment program.

In 2024, out of the 204 admis-
sions into the detention center
all the youth are charged with
crimes ranging from carjacking,
homicide, to domestic assault

and fleeing and eluding.

There are no children detained
within the non-crime categories

cility, 251 residents were charged such as incorrigibility, truancy,

with crimes and 657 were held in

and runaways. The average dai-

ly detention population is ap-
proximately 33 and the average
length of stay is between 14 days
and has reached a staggering 2

years. Today, the average num-
ber of children that are charged
as an adult are approximately

about 57%.

~ One hundred

- years ago this
g year, a need for
| change was
| highlighted
| among the com-
munity. Chang-

7=z

es in services
and program-
ming teetered through the years
as juvenile delinquency fluctuat-
ed, and child welfare reform sur-
faced. The youth, their families,
and community were impacted
by these amenities that shaped
the history of juvenile justice in
Genesee County.

Today, history continues to be
made for the last time by “the
old building”, as the 1926
French Chateau and the cross-
shaped detention wings are in
the demolition process. As
countless numbers of children,
staff, and visitors have funneled
through the old facility over the
last 100 years, many of the cur-
rent and former staff look for-
ward to a new beginning in the
new building.

H. Harris 1977: The Children’s

Facility of Genesee County, “A

report of the Citizens” Advisory
Committee to the Probate Court
of Genesee County, Michigan.”
Flint, Michigan, p.8-9 —cs

Photo credit:
Youth Arts Unlocked
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C. FREDERICK ROBINSON AWARD JUDGE ARCHIE L. HAYMAN

Judge G. David Guinn of the
67th District Court was honored
as the recipient of the 34 annual
C. Frederick Robinson Legends
Award at a luncheon held at the

Haskell Community Center on
February 22, 2025.

served until his retirement in
2017. He served as the Chief
Judge of both courts.

It is with a heavy heart that
the Hearsay Committee
acknowledges the passing of
retired Judge Archie L. Hay-
man. Following his retirement from
the bench, he returned to private
Judge Hayman began serving
on the former 68t District
Court bench in 1995. He was
later appointed to the Circuit
Court bench in 1996, where he

practice and served on the Mich-
igan Civil Rights Commission.

Judge David G. Guinn

The award is in memory of and

He will be missed. —so

to commemorate the contribu-
tion of Flint Attorney C. Freder-
ick Robinson(1931-2011). Robin-
son was recognized as an advo-
cate for civil rights, fair housing
laws, affirmative action and

i
b

criminal defense. C. Frederick Robinson

The Legends Award was estab-
lished by Attorney Trachelle

Young to recognize those who

ney Robinson, representing a
commitment to justice and
equality for every person. —bam
are walking in the path of Attor-

BRIDGING THE JUSTICE GAP: THE GENESEE COUNTY LEGAL RESOURCE CENTER

Access to legal assistance re-
mains a significant challenge for

low-income individuals in Michi-

gan.

A 2022 Legal Services Corpora-
tion study found that nearly
1.67 million Michigan residents

qualify for free civil legal aid due

to their income being below
125% of the federal poverty lev-
el ($37,500 for a family of four).

Yet, with only one Michigan
legal aid attorney available for
every 4,640 eligible individuals,
many people struggle to receive

the legal help they need.

Nationally, 74% of low-income
households faced at least one

legal issue last year, but 92% of
those cases received inadequate
or no legal support.

In response to this pressing need,

the 7th Judicial Circuit Court
established the Genesee County
Legal Resource Center (LRC) in
2022. The center is currently
located on the first floor of the

courthouse while renovations are

underway to create a permanent
home within the space that was
previously the law library.

In September 2024, the LRC
expanded its services with the
launch of the Legal Kiosks pro-
ject, further enhancing access to
legal resources for self-
represented litigants.

The LRC plays a crucial role in
ensuring that individuals navi-
gating the legal system have
access to free self-help tools and
navigator-guided support while
refraining from providing direct
legal advice. The center offers:

o Legal kiosks with legal infor-
mation and DIY form kits

® SCAO court forms

e Virtual hearing access

e Legal research tools and com-
munity resource referrals

e Paralegal navigator assistance
for court preparation and filing
guidance

Survey data indicates that 100-
150 people visit the LRC each
week, with 40% seeking family

law resources, 37% needing
guardianship assistance, and
11% addressing probate matters.
Additionally, 72% of users have
household incomes under
$35,000, and 28% are repeat
visitors, demonstrating the
LRC’s impact in addressing legal
accessibility challenges.

Through its efforts, the LRC
remains committed to bridging
the justice gap and making legal
resources more accessible to

those who need them most. —th
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Concurrent Jurors

A Reflection on Successful Cooperation Between Courts

e ourts should conduct jury trials in the venue required
by applicable law of in the interests of justice™

What dees this mean? It sounds like a catechism

question, and it gets to the heart of the right to jury trial that we

cherish. In the 2005 report of the American Jury Project, the Amer-

ican Bar Association identified the above as one of 19 principles

defining the fundamental aspirations for the management of cur

jury system

By Jerry Celmer Jr. and Barbara A. Menear

In criminal cases, the ABA principle states that “a change of
venue of continuance should be granted whenever there is a
substantial likelihocd that.. .a fair trial by an impartial jury can-
not be had.™? The principle goes further to suggest that “[clourts
should condder the option of trying the case in the original verme
but seleaing the jury from a new venue"™

In additicn to all other considerations relevant to the selection
of the new venue, consideration should be given to whether the
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original venue would be a better location to conduct the trial be-
cause of facilities, security, and the convenience of the victims,
court staff, and parties. This should be balanced against the pos-
sible inconvenience to the jurors.

How is this accomplished?

In 2012, a murder trial in the Genesee County Circuit Court
provided an opportunity to put this principle to a practical test
in Michigan. People v Brandon Hayes generated more than a
year of intense media scrutiny, routine “tweets” from the pros-
ecutor, a Facebook page, and more than 50 YouTube links. The
case involved accusations of child abuse and the death of a
four-year-old.

The intense pretrial publicity in this case was further evidenced
by the introduction and passing of legislation that became known
as “Dominick’s Law,” which increases penalties for child abuse
and the failure to report child abuse.*

The child’s mother was separately charged in the incident and
pleaded guilty to child abuse and second-degree murder. Her
testimony was critical to the prosecution. Other incarcerated wit-
nesses were expected based on the nature of the anticipated tes-
timony. Specialized medical testimony was also involved, as the
victim died at the hospital after being removed from life support.
After the Genesee County Circuit Court scheduled the case for
trial and spent five days in jury selection without success, the need
for a different approach was apparent.

Initially, a discussion between chief judges and court adminis-
trators focused on the idea of a venue change, with the Genesee
County judge conducting the entire trial in St. Clair County. The
St. Clair County Circuit Court was willing to set aside courtroom
space and summon citizens for jury duty. Despite the pretrial
publicity in Genesee County, the St. Clair County media markets
were different; its residents weren’t as familiar with the case

In addition to all other considerations
relevant to the selection of the new
venue, consideration should be given
to whether the original venue would be
a better location to conduct the trial
because of facilities, security, and the
convenience of the victims, court staff,
and parties. This should be balanced
against the possible inconvenience to
the jurors.

January 2015 Michigan Bar Journal

31

FAST FACT

A change of venue forges a new partnership
between courts, ensuring constitutional rights
while conserving resources.

As planning proceeded, considerations of cost and conve-
nience for other trial participants came to the forefront. The so-
lution that evolved was to only conduct jury selection, closing
arguments, and jury deliberations in St. Clair County. The jury
would be transported to Genesee County for the testimonial por-
tion of the trial. Genesee County Circuit Court Chief Judge Rich-
ard B. Yuille presided over the unique endeavor and cited several
advantages in proposing this alternative:

* Retaining the testimonial portion of the trial in Genesee
County minimized the inconvenience to the St. Clair County
Circuit Court.

¢ Security for the defendant and incarcerated witnesses was
ideal in Genesee County, where the courthouse and jail
are connected.

e The victim’s family members, witnesses, attorneys, and
other interested parties didn’t have to travel.

¢ Costs would be contained since transportation expenses
were required only for jurors.

Despite some initial skepticism, the plan proceeded. Trial dates
were set and logistics and details considered. Jury transpertation
was arranged by the Genesee County Circuit Court, which trans-
ported jurors and a Genesee County deputy sheriff to and from
St. Clair County via a rental van.

Judge Yuille visited the St. Clair County Circuit Court before
the trial to get the lay of the land. St. Clair County Circuit Court
Chief Judge Daniel J. Kelly provided his courtroom for the trial
and the county supplied judicial chambers, security, a court re-
porter, and jury staff. The judges worked together, forging a pro-
fessional bond that continues today.

The St. Clair County prosecuting attorney assisted with office
space and audio-visual support. Sheriffs from both counties were
involved in advance planning for prisoner transport. Adminis-
trators from both courts handled media arrangements and on-
site logistics. Cameras were authorized in the courtroom under a
pooling arrangement, restricted only to closing arguments. From
jury selection to the final verdict, the trial was conducted over
cight days in January 2012

Despite the unsettling nature of the events that were revealed
during the trial, it was a positive experience for both courts and
a successful approach to case management for everyone involved
in the effort.
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What did we learn from this experience?

Change of venue is a relatively rare event in most jurisdictions
and usually the result of intense pretrial publicity. We can expect
an increasing number of cases where change of venue will be
considered given the increasing use of social media and media
technology in general. When change of venue occurs, it tends
to be an all-ornothing proposition with the entire court process
moved to another jurisdiction. In Michigan, where it has been
otherwise, it has been a consequence of unplanned trial events®

In the Genesee County case, planning for the details involved
in a change of venue and consideration of creative options led to
a better result in terms of efficiency and an effective, customized
process. In this case, planning enabled cost containment.

Security issues and expectations of participants—including
jurcrs, witnesses, parties, the media, and the public—in the con-
text of the high-profile case environment were better managed.
Cooperation was easily achieved both within and between juris-
dictions thanks to preplanning, A pretrial conference by the pre-
siding judge cemented the relationship between jurisdictions and
enhanced the coordination of issues such as media access and
scheduling during the trial. Attention to transportation and park-
ing minimized inconveniences to jurors and strengthened the
commitment to their role. The strengths and constraints of each

jurisdiction were best utilized to resolve this case.
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Change of venue is a relatively

rare event in most jurisdictions and
usually the result of intense pretrial
publicity. We can expect an increasing
number of cases where change of
venue will be considered given the
increasing use of social media and
media technology in general.

Flexibility, innovative thinking, and broad-based cooperation
are possible and necessary in the age of reduced court resources.
Most importantly, the Genesee County example illustrates we
can accomplish this even while faithfully adhering to cherished
principles such as those outlined in the ABA vision for our Amer-
ican jury system. W

Jerry Celmer [r, administrator for the 315t Circuit Court, prepared for a
career in couri management by earning degrees from Mickigan Stare Uni-
versity and Northern Rlinois University. He also completed the Institute for
Courr Management Fellowship (1984) and Post-Graduate Development
Program (1986). He has spent his 32-year career modernizing the civcuit
and district courts in Miami, Florida and St. Clair County through tech-
nology, facilities, staffing, and consolidation of conrt services.

Barbara A. Menear, administrator for the 7th Circuit Court (Genesee
County), has been involved with court management since 1998, She holds
a bachelor's degree from Albion College and is a graduate of Themas M.
Cooley Law School. She was in private practice before assuming her current
position. She &5 an active member of the Genesee County Bar Association,
has served on nwnerous statewide cowmmittees related to best practices for
courts, and is currently a vice chair of the State Bar Standing Conmmittee on
Character & Fitness.

ENDNOTES

1. ABA American Jury Project, Principles for Juries and Jury Trals (2005), p 10
<hnp://wwwvGmericonbGr.org/coment/dom/mbo/m'\grmed/‘\urypro]edstomdords/
principles.authcheckdam.pdf> (accessed December 12, 2014).

2. 1d

3 id

4. See 2012 PA 194,

5. A 2010 aiminal case in the §t. Joseph County Circult Court was moved o the
Kalamazoo County Cireult Court for el and moved back to complete jury
deliberations because of space constraints, after testimony was taken and the
jury had deliberated four days.
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April events from

Recurring weekly on Sunday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day, Friday, Saturday until
May 11, 2025

Recurring weekly on Sunday,
Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Thursday, Friday, Satur-
day until March 1, 2026

HomeTown Pub
sith FF & D KaraokE

WINGS

s5 Long [ N

Recurring weekly on Sunday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day, Friday, Saturday until
June 22, 2025

geneseeLIVING

Recurring daily until May 4,
2025

Recurring monthly on the 2nd
Thursday until June 12, 2025

Recurring daily until September
28,2025

Recurring weekly on Thursday,
Friday, Saturday until April 26,
2025

Recurring daily until April 20,
2025

THURSDAY,
FRIDAY, anp
SATURDAY
12:00 PM

Recurring weekly on Thursday,
Friday, Saturday

Recurring weekly on Sunday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday, Saturday until April 19,
2025

Recurring weekly on Thursday,
Friday, Saturday until April 26,
2025

Recurring daily until April 19,
2025

=

BOOGIE-WOOGHE

‘FEATURING:THE AGC SISTERS: AN ANDREWS SISTERS TRISUTE ACT

Friday, April 11,2025
Fentan Community |

§ Cuural Conter Mainbol /1

Fenton Community & Cultural

Recurring weekly on Wednesday Center

Breads & Threads Handmade

UNﬁY”BASﬂg
Y‘E}

Wentworth Real Estate Group

— Davison Township — I

| MUSEUM |

T e
s S——

et £njoy exhibits, artifacts and stories
= from Davison’s past!

(OPEN FRIDAYS: 1 PM -5 PM
each month

Recurring weekly on Friday

j 80\.;574 tere Doent »

THURSDAY

04:00 PM - 07:00 PM

Re/Max Platinum-Fenton

Recurring monthly on the 2nd
Friday

Friday

(Continued on page 11)


https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/2thextreme/4751/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/sloan-museum-of-discovery/9/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/a-symphony-of-glass%3a-paperweights-from-the-ellis-collection/1885/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/a-symphony-of-glass%3a-paperweights-from-the-ellis-collection/1885/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/a-symphony-of-glass%3a-paperweights-from-the-ellis-collection/1885/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/franke-%26-dawne-karaoke/2077/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/s-%26-k-hometown-pub/617/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/from-crisis-to-care-%7c-the-evolution-of-hurley-medical-center/4481/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/from-crisis-to-care-%7c-the-evolution-of-hurley-medical-center/4481/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/sloan-museum-of-discovery/9/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/in-their-own-backyard%3a-michigan-artists-and-architecture/3709/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/in-their-own-backyard%3a-michigan-artists-and-architecture/3709/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/2thextreme/4751/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/a-symphony-of-glass%3a-paperweights-from-the-ellis-collection/1885/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/franke-%26-dawne-karaoke/2077/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/from-crisis-to-care-%7c-the-evolution-of-hurley-medical-center/4481/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/in-their-own-backyard%3a-michigan-artists-and-architecture/3709/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/making-her-mark/3707/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/romare-bearden%3b-artist-as-activist-and-visionary/242/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/romare-bearden%3b-artist-as-activist-and-visionary/242/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/skies-over-michigan-live-astronomy-presentation/107/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/skies-over-michigan-live-astronomy-presentation/107/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/longway-planetarium/19/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/we-loved-the-swag%3a-from-black-bottom-until-now/2031/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/we-loved-the-swag%3a-from-black-bottom-until-now/2031/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/wip-wednesdays-workshop/2076/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/making-her-mark/3707/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/romare-bearden%3b-artist-as-activist-and-visionary/242/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/skies-over-michigan-live-astronomy-presentation/107/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/we-loved-the-swag%3a-from-black-bottom-until-now/2031/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/wip-wednesdays-workshop/2076/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/historical-book-club-at-sloan-museum-of-discovery/4919/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/historical-book-club-at-sloan-museum-of-discovery/4919/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/sloan-museum-of-discovery/9/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/laser-zeppelin-whole-lotta-led-laser-light-show/4720/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/laser-zeppelin-whole-lotta-led-laser-light-show/4720/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/longway-planetarium/19/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/midday-at-mw%3a-daily-guided-tours/120/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/midday-at-mw%3a-daily-guided-tours/120/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/mott-warsh-collection-gallery/575/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/taylor-swift-laser-light-show/3909/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/longway-planetarium/19/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/tom-papa/4840/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/fim-capitol-theatre/578/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/boogie-woogie-brunch/4927/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/historical-book-club-at-sloan-museum-of-discovery/4919/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/laser-zeppelin-whole-lotta-led-laser-light-show/4720/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/midday-at-mw%3a-daily-guided-tours/120/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/taylor-swift-laser-light-show/3909/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/tom-papa/4840/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/boogie-woogie-brunch/4927/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/bunny-bash-easter-celebration/4055/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/davison-township-museum/4208/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/robert-williams-nature-and-historical-learning-center/858/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/eggciting-easter-event/4955/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/flint-artwalk/718/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/greater-flint-arts-council/7/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/gilded-game-night/79/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/whaley-historic-house-museum-of-flint/11/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/latin-nights/3618/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/xolo-tacos-%26-tequila-flint/391/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/light-the-night/4954/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/creasey-bicentennial-park-grand-blanc-parks-%26-recreation/755/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/bunny-bash-easter-celebration/4055/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/davison-township-museum/4208/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/eggciting-easter-event/4955/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/flint-artwalk/718/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/gilded-game-night/79/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/latin-nights/3618/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/light-the-night/4954/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/

geneseeLIVING (coNT’D)

HISTOBY OF
HE UN|

Recurring monthly on the

2nd Friday until May 9, 2025

[ )

IMPORTANCE
OF BEING

VFW Post 3720

APRILTI& 12 znzs e e

Recurring weekly on Sunday,
Friday, Saturday until April
13,2025

Recurring weekly on Sunday,
Saturday

PLANETARIUM SHOWS

Recurring monthly on the 2nd
Saturday

Fanners Marke‘

FREE photos with
the Easter Bunny
X Davison Branch

7 i

Financial Plus Credit Union

PAGE 1|1
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{&} R e

THIRD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
FENTON WINERY AND BREWERY

o DAVISON .

Black Creek Nature Trail, Da-

. Recurring monthly on the 3rd
vison

Thursday

R&B Used Books

/'TCOCKTAII. g
CLAS

APRIL 15TH | 6PM-8PM

ONLY S15 A PERSON

Recurring monthly on the 3rd
Wednesday until September 17,

2025
Recurring monthly on the 3rd
Farn} Friday until December 19, 2025
cosfie cngy

- Bumt?r rail
Egg Hunt

HOP ON OVER FOR
SOME FAMILY

acht Rock Hits

Recurring monthly on the 3rd
Wednesday until December 17,
2025

Linden Community Center


https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/second-friday-%7c-history-of-the-universe-series/4384/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/second-friday-%7c-history-of-the-universe-series/4384/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/longway-planetarium/19/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/the-importance-of-being-earnest/4741/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/the-importance-of-being-earnest/4741/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/fenton-village-players/23/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/adult-21%2b-golden-ticket-egg-hunt/1368/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/adult-21%2b-golden-ticket-egg-hunt/1368/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/creasey-bicentennial-park-grand-blanc-parks-%26-recreation/755/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/carrot-farm-cookie-class/4940/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/coffee-beanery-miller-road/527/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/city-of-burton-easter-egg-hunt/4957/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/davison-farmers-market-craft-show/1616/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/davison-farmers-market-craft-show/1616/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/davison-farmers-market/586/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/easter-bunny-photos/4956/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/second-friday-%7c-history-of-the-universe-series/4384/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/the-importance-of-being-earnest/4741/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/adult-21%2b-golden-ticket-egg-hunt/1368/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/carrot-farm-cookie-class/4940/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/city-of-burton-easter-egg-hunt/4957/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/davison-farmers-market-craft-show/1616/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/easter-bunny-photos/4956/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/easter-egg-hunt/1423/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/easter-special-egg-hunt-%26-lunch/4958/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/easter-special-egg-hunt-%26-lunch/4958/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/flint-local-432-40th-anniversary/809/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/flint-local-432-40th-anniversary/809/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/red-ink-flint-flint-local-432/577/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/glassblowing-demonstrations/85/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/sensory-friendly-planetarium-shows/276/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/sensory-friendly-planetarium-shows/276/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/longway-planetarium/19/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/2025-msusbc-youth-state-bowling-tournament/4944/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/2025-msusbc-youth-state-bowling-tournament/4944/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/richfield-bowl/51/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/hound-hunt/4126/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/creasey-bicentennial-park-grand-blanc-parks-%26-recreation/881/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/creasey-bicentennial-park-grand-blanc-parks-%26-recreation/881/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/creasey-bicentennial-park-grand-blanc-parks-%26-recreation/881/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/easter-egg-hunt/1423/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/easter-special-egg-hunt-%26-lunch/4958/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/flint-local-432-40th-anniversary/809/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/glassblowing-demonstrations/85/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/sensory-friendly-planetarium-shows/276/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/2025-msusbc-youth-state-bowling-tournament/4944/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/hound-hunt/4126/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/3rd-annual-flip-flop-5k-and-community-color-run/2345/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/3rd-annual-flip-flop-5k-and-community-color-run/2345/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/murder-by-cheesecake-release-party/1993/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/murder-by-cheesecake-release-party/1993/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/the-irs-cocktail-class/4943/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/serendipity-day-spa/375/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/blind-wine-tasting/13/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/barley-%26-vine/773/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/carrot-farm-cookie-class/4941/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/biggby-coffee-%26-catering-grand-blanc/535/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/biggby-coffee-%26-catering-grand-blanc/535/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/triple-threat-bingo/4960/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/3rd-annual-flip-flop-5k-and-community-color-run/2345/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/murder-by-cheesecake-release-party/1993/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/the-irs-cocktail-class/4943/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/blind-wine-tasting/13/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/carrot-farm-cookie-class/4941/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/triple-threat-bingo/4960/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/fenton-pride-collective-monthly-meet-up/2387/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/fenton-pride-collective-monthly-meet-up/2387/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/fenton-winery-%26-brewery-dream-machine-distillery/192/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/the-laramie-project/4870/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/university-of-michigan-flint/56/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/university-of-michigan-flint/56/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/dragons-%26-mythical-beasts/4841/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/fim-whiting/30/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/open-mic-night-totem-books/4790/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/totem-books/349/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/bunny-trail-egg-hunt/1406/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/robert-williams-nature-and-historical-learning-center/858/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/robert-williams-nature-and-historical-learning-center/858/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/live-music-barley-%26-wine-kerry-z-solo-acoustic-guitar/4746/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/live-music-barley-%26-wine-kerry-z-solo-acoustic-guitar/4746/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/barley-%26-vine/773/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/fenton-pride-collective-monthly-meet-up/2387/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/the-laramie-project/4870/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/dragons-%26-mythical-beasts/4841/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/open-mic-night-totem-books/4790/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/bunny-trail-egg-hunt/1406/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/live-music-barley-%26-wine-kerry-z-solo-acoustic-guitar/4746/
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THE CHIEF SPEAKS (CONT’D)

(Continued from page 2)
The headquarters of the Super
Friends is also called the Hall of

Justice.

All of us who work in the court-
house make it possible to live in
a society that is both rules-based
and free. The judges put on their

dabra their way through the
case until they reach a decision
that is reified by the judicial pen
into an order.

I tell every jury empaneled in
my courtroom that it is this
magic that makes America the
greatest country in the world.

robes and sit on the bench be- We should all be proud of the

tween the flags and are work we do here that makes this

SHAZAMmed into THE
COURT by the power of our
Constitution. They then abraca-

come true every day. —cjdjn

ADMINISTRATOR CORNER (CONT’D)

president of the American Bar

(Continued from page 2)
Court Justice portrait, is located Association. There were partisan
in our judicial conference room

on the 2nd floor.

struggles on the Court during her
service, which resulted in her
absence and return. It was said
that she handled the “entire sit-
uation with dignity and grace.”
She was overwhelmingly re-
turned to the Court by the vot-
ers and went on to serve as Chief
Justice from 1987-1991.

Justice Dorothy Comstock
Riley (1982-1983;1985-1997)
was the first Latina elected to
the Michigan Supreme Court.

Riley was a Wayne County Cir-
cuit Judge and Michigan Court
of Appeals Judge. Her husband, Justice Otis M. Smith (1961-

Wallace D. Riley, was a former  1967) was the first African

American to serve on the Michi-
gan Supreme Court. After his
admission to the State Bar, he
began to practice law in Flint.

He was very active in civic af-
fairs, Big Brothers, NAACP and
honored by the Junior Chamber
of Commerce — City of Flint as
Outstanding Young Man in
1956. Smith served as an assis-
tant prosecutor and was ap-
pointed by Governor G. Mennen
Williams as the Chair of the
Michigan Public Service Com-
mission and later Auditor Gen-
eral of the State of Michigan in
1959.

Governor John Swainson ap-
pointed Smith to the Michigan
Supreme Corut in 1961. After
leaving the Court, he was ap-

pointed general counsel for Gen-
eral Motors in 1967.

March was Women’s History
Month. Two of the aforemen-
tioned Justices were female at-
torneys reaching the highest
level of judicial service.

Justice Long and Justice Smith
had a connection to Genesee

County.

For further information visit the

Michigan Supreme Court Learn-

ing Center Website. —bam

* Read All About It *

Hearsay is now available on the Circuit Court website www.7thCircuitCourt.com/hearsay-newsletter

We want to hear from you! Send us an email letting us know what you would like to see in the news-

letter and feedback on the current edition. You can also submit ideas and information about activi-

ty in your department. hearsay@?7thcircuitcourt.com



http://www.7thcircuitcourt.com/hearsay-newsletter
mailto:hearsay@7thcircuitcourt.com
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/courts/supreme-court/learning-center/
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/courts/supreme-court/learning-center/

